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1. Purpose
This policy explains which services are included within your child's government-funded early education entitlement and which items may attract an optional voluntary charge.
Lyndhurst is committed to ensuring that every child receives the same high-quality early education and care regardless of whether parents choose to purchase any optional services.
No child will ever be treated differently or excluded from any aspect of nursery life because a parent chooses not to pay an optional charge.

2. Your Child's Funded Entitlement
Government funding covers your child's early education entitlement.
This includes:
1. Delivery of the EYFS curriculum.
1. Learning activities and educational resources.
1. Care and supervision by qualified staff.
1. Indoor and outdoor learning.
1. Access to nursery equipment and facilities.
1. Participation in all educational activities forming part of the EYFS.
These services are provided free of charge during funded hours.

3. Optional Charges
Some items are not funded by the Government and may be offered for an optional charge.
Payment is entirely voluntary.
Choosing not to pay will never:
1. affect your child's funded place;
1. affect the quality of education or care your child receives;
1. prevent your child taking part in activities;
1. prevent your child joining celebrations or events; or
1. result in your child being treated differently from other children.
Optional charges may include:
1. Nursery meals (lunch and afternoon tea).
1. Snacks and refreshments.
1. Nursery-provided sun cream.
1. Nursery-provided nappy cream.
1. Baby wipes.
Parents may provide these items themselves if they prefer.

4. Meals Provided from Home
Parents who choose not to purchase nursery meals may provide a packed lunch and/or afternoon tea.
To ensure the safety and wellbeing of all children:
1. Food must comply with the nursery's Lunchbox Policy.
1. Lyndhurst is a nut-free nursery. Food containing nuts or nut products must not be brought onto the premises.
1. Parents must inform the nursery of any allergens contained within food they provide.
1. Due to our food safety and hygiene procedures, the nursery is unable to reheat food brought from home.
1. Food should therefore be ready to eat or provided in an insulated container designed to keep food at an appropriate temperature until mealtime.
If food does not comply with our food safety or allergy requirements, staff will discuss suitable alternatives with parents.

5. Sun Cream
Parents may choose to use the nursery's optional sun cream service or provide their own.
Where parents provide their own:
1. SPF 50+ should be applied before arrival on sunny days.
1. Parents should provide clearly labelled sun cream for reapplication during the day.
Staff will continue to follow the nursery's Sun Safety procedures.

6. Inclusion and Equality
Every child attending Lyndhurst is fully included in nursery life.
Whether a child is:
1. fee-paying;
1. receiving funded childcare; or
1. paying or not paying optional charges,
they will have equal access to:
1. all learning experiences;
1. celebrations and seasonal events;
1. creative and sensory activities;
1. outdoor learning;
1. stories, music and physical activities;
1. visitors and special experiences; and
1. every other aspect of the EYFS curriculum.
We do not exclude children from activities because parents choose not to purchase optional items.

7. Opting Out
Parents may opt out of any optional charge at any time.
There is no minimum notice period.
Parents may opt out by:
1. speaking to the Nursery Manager;
1. emailing the nursery; or
1. completing an Opt-Out Form.
Opting out of one optional charge does not affect any other service or your child's funded entitlement.
Invoices clearly separate:
1. Government funded hours (£0.00)
1. Optional consumables
1. Optional meals
1. Additional childcare hours (where applicable)

8. Complaints or Queries
If you have any questions regarding this policy, please speak to the Nursery Manager.
If you remain dissatisfied, you may write to the Directors.
Parents may also contact Ofsted regarding the delivery of funded childcare.

Regulatory Framework
This policy should be read alongside:
1. Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Statutory Framework
1. Childcare Act 2006
1. Early Education and Childcare Statutory Guidance
1. Lyndhurst Lunchbox Policy
1. Lyndhurst Food Hygiene Policy
1. Lyndhurst Allergy Management Policy
1. Equality and Inclusion Policy

Example Invoice
(Insert your example invoice.)
This example demonstrates that:
1. Funded childcare is shown separately at £0.00.
1. Optional consumables are itemised separately.
1. Optional meals are itemised separately.
1. Any additional paid childcare is itemised separately.
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